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On Feb. 24, Interior Minister Carlos Caceres said the government was considering holding a
referendum before June to determine if the 1981 constitution should be amended. He added that no
decision had yet been made. Opposition politicians have insisted that changes to the constitution
are necessary, since it was adopted in a fraudulent poll. Specifically, opposition members have
stated that desired amendments would reduce military power in the nation's political system; cut in
half the presidential mandate from eight to four years; eliminate the executive's authority to name
a third of the Senate in favor of voters selecting all senators; and, eliminating the prohibition on
marxist parties. On Feb. 25, Christian Democratic leader and presidential candidate Patricio Aylwin
-called Caceres' statements "interesting." Democratic Radical Socialist Party Vice President Luis
Fernando Luengo said he supported the idea of a referendum because "it shows the government
understands it must be changed." National secretary of the Christian Democratic Party, Jose de
Gregorio, said, "If the changes the government wants to make coincide with our points of view, we
will approve the changes. If not, we reserve the right to reject it." (Basic data from AFP, 02/25/89)
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